
Objectives

Students will:

✗ Recognize newspapers as a source of historical information.

✗ Review period newspapers to find clues to the mansion’s past.

✗ Develop “reporter” questions to investigate the mansion on the tour.

Student Instruction

Divide students into five groups. 
Distribute a copy of the recent newspaper article to each student. 
Tell students: Pretend you live 100 years in the future. 
What can you find out about the way we live today by reading this
newspaper story? What happened? Who was involved? 
What does it tell you about the things we value?  
About what do we do with our time? 
Each group brainstorms ideas.  

Groups report back to the class. 
Ask class: What kinds of information do you think we can find
about the past by looking at old newspapers?

Distribute copies of one of the Kearns Mansion newspaper 
articles (Clues 3-7) to each group. Give each student a copy of
the Mystery History News Report Activity Sheet. Read activity sheet
instructions as a class and have groups complete the Mystery
History News Report. After the activity, each group shares their
findings.

Student Activity / Product

Students add new information to bulletin board and timeline.

Students prepare a list of reporter questions that will help them
look for clues when visiting the mansion. (Use who, what, when,
where, why, and how questions.) Example: How was the Kearns
Mansion built?

Article from a recent 
newspaper 
—1 copy per student—

Mystery History News
Report Activity Sheet 

—1 copy per student—

Salt Lake Tribune articles
about Kearns Mansion 
—Divide students into groups of five. 
Assign each group a different article.  
Each group member should have a copy 
of their group’s assigned article.—

“Palatial Residence of
Thomas Kearns”
The Salt Lake Tribune 11/2/1899 

“Kearns Home Accepted
as Governor’s Mansion” 
The Salt Lake Tribune 2/20/37

“Historical Society Holds
‘House-Warming’ Party”
The Salt Lake Tribune 7/23/57

“Kearns Mansion
Welcomes New Look ‘n’
Residents” 
The Salt Lake Tribune 3/2/80

“Christmas-Tree Fire
Scars Utah’s Historic
Governor’s Mansion” 
The Salt Lake Tribune 12/16/93
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Pre-Tour
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Extensions

➻ Students write an article as if they were reporters for The Salt Lake Tribune
describing an exciting event at the Kearns Mansion, such as a big party hosted
by Thomas and Jennie or President Theodore Roosevelt’s visit. Students will
answer the reporter questions (who, what, when, where, why, and how) in their
article. 

Links
Lesson 8: Reflecting on the Kearns Mansion Post-Tour



Mystery History News Report
Your newspaper article tells about an important event in the life of the Kearns Mansion.
It was written at the time that event took place. When newspaper reporters write an article, 
they try to answer the questions: who? what? when? where? why? and how? Work with your 
team to answer the reporter questions below.

1. What is the title of the article?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

2. When was it written?

________________________________________________________________________________

3. What event in the life of the mansion does the article tell about?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

4. Why did this event happen?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

5. How was the mansion used at the time the article was written?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

6. Who was using the mansion at the time the article was written?

________________________________________________________________________________
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SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, NOVEMBER 2, 1899

The above elaborate cut gives a fair
idea of the fine mansion that is to be
erected by Thomas Kearns on Brigham
street, facing Sixth East street. The
plat it is to stand on was originally
10x10 rods, but Mr. Kearns has
bought in addition four rods, part of
which may be added to the present
residence lot. The ground dimensions
of the new structure will be 62x90
feet, and the height three stories with
a basement.

The basement will be 9 feet 6 inches
in the clear, and be built of native
granite quarried in Big Cottonwood.
It will include the laundry, ironing-
rooms, vegetable cellars, boiler-
rooms, fuel-rooms, cold storage apart-
ment maintained with the liquid air
process, men servants’ rooms, includ-

ing bathrooms, storerooms, boiler-
room, and across the front a spacious
bowling alley. The heating of the
building will be on the indirect hot-
water principle. The inside walls and
the surrounding of the staircases will
be of brick, but the outside walls of
the building will be of white marble.

The first floor will be entirely fire-
proof, and will contain the spacious
vestibule, reception hall, wide stair-
case hall, parlors–one being a Turkish
parlor–library, dining room, butler’s
pantries, silver vaults, coat and hall
closets, day toilet-rooms, breakfast-
rooms, servants’ rooms, kitchen, etc.
None of the large rooms will have less
than 400 square feet. The height of this
floor is 12 feet 6 inches in the clear.

The second floor will contain eight

large rooms, of about 15x20 feet each
with dressing rooms connected, and
there will be a large bathroom
equipped with a variety of styles of
baths. The staircase hall will be in the
middle, under a 26x26 dome; and
then there will be children’s bath-
rooms, linen-rooms, a recess balcony,
etc. The height of this floor will be 11
feet 6 inches in the clear.

The third story will have sewing
rooms, fur closets, servants’ chambers,
additional bathrooms, large billiard
hall and athletic hall with gymnastic
fixtures, the latter hall being 10 x10
feet; also a dancing-room 40x40 feet.

The lighting will be electric
throughout. The roof will be covered
with moss-green glazed tiles. The
inside finish is to be in English quar-

ter-sawed Plymouth black oak, with
colored marble wainscotings, the
whole interior being of an elaborate
finish. The first floor will have mosaic
floors, except the parlors, which will
be in parquet style. All the bathrooms
will be in marble, and the mantels of
different marbles. The candelabra
will be on the most elaborate kind.

The cost of this magnificent struc-
ture cannot be less than $75,000, and
the expectation is to have it finished
within fourteen months. 

The architect is C. M. Neuhausen
of this city, ably assisted by J. S.
Birch who has the reputation of being
one of the most scholarly and artistic
architectural designers in the West.

Palatial Residence of Thomas Kearns
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Kearns’ Home Accepted as Governor’s Mansion

The Kearns Mansion Mystery History Teacher’s Guide - 25 -UHF

Utah’s legislature Friday unanimously passed a bill
authorizing the state to accept from Mrs. Jennie J.
Kearns, as a gift, the Kearns’ home at 603 East South
Temple street for a governor’s mansion. The bill was
introduced during the morning by Senate President
Herbert B. Maw, and within ten minutes had been
passed under suspension of the rules and sent to the
house. It was passed by the house during the afternoon.

Gift Made Outright
“In many states,” Senator Maw told the senate when

his bill was introduced, “citizens frequently present
their state or its institutions with valuable gifts. In Utah
such acts have been very infrequent, but Mrs. Kearns is
willing to give the family mansion to the state, as an out-
right gift, if we will accept it as a residence for the gov-
ernor. It is the finest mansion in Utah and would be a
splendid home for the chief executive of the state.”

“We furnish a number of state institutional heads
with homes, but have never provided a governor’s
mansion. Moreover, we pay him one of the smallest
salaries paid by any state. I have talked to a large num-
ber of people, including members of the legislature, and
they all agree we should take advantage of this generous
offer.”

Moves Quick Action
“I move,” said Senator D. W. Parratt of Salt Lake

City, “that as an expression of appreciation we give this
bill immediate and favorable consideration.”

Senator Ira A. Huggins of Ogden moved that the
rules be suspended.

(Continued on Page Four)
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Historical Society Holds ‘House-Warming’ Party
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The Salt Lake Tribune, Tuesday, July 23, 1957

used with permission of The Salt Lake Tribune



Kearns Mansion Welcomes New Look’n’ Residents
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Sunday, March 2, 1980

used with permission of The Salt Lake Tribune

L i f e s t y l e



Christmas-Tree Fire Scars Utah’s Historic Governor’s Mansion
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T H U R S D A Y
DECEMBER 16, 1993
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