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FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Please contact Tony Ransola at info@worldguest.com | 305.868.9690 © 2019 WorldGuest Travel Services, 

WorldGuest   
see the world differently Cuba’s Cultural Heritage: 

A People to People Program. 

   Meet Your Program Director 
Tony Ransola was born in Cuba, in the early 
1960’s he and his family emigrated to the U.S. 
Tony is co-owner of our company and he is critical 
in designing and operating our programs in Cuba. 
We call him La Proprinia, you will see why and 
how he performs his magic. Tony will be with you 
for the entire week. 

  

PROVINCIAL LEGACIES AT A GLANCE 
27 October to 3 November 2019 

 

 8 
Days in Havana, Cienfuegos, Trinidad de Cuba, 
Camagüey & Matanzas 

                  Day      Program Highlights  

 1 Welcome to Havana 
 2 Old Havana & Hemingway Estate 
 3 Cienfuegos / Trinidad de Cuba 

 4 Trinidad de Cuba / Valley of the Sugar Mills 
 5 Trinidad de Cuba / Santi Spiritus / Camagüey 
 6 Camagüey 
 7 Camagüey / Matanzas / Havana 

 8 Depart for home 

ITINERARY 

Day 1. WELCOME TO HAVANA   Sunday  
Independent flights to Havana from U.S. gateway, transfer to 
the Iberostar Hotel Parque Central.  From Jose Marti Interna-
tional Airport to the hotel is about 15 miles; approximately a 
20 minute drive by taxi. Participants are advised to book 
flights arriving to Havana no later than 4:30 p.m. to attend 
the 6:00 p.m. orientation. Feel free to explore on your own 
the neighborhood around your hotel when you arrive.  Meet 
your Group Leader in the lobby at 5:45 p.m. for an orientation 
talk. Our first talk will be Cuba’s World Heritage Sites by an 
architect involved with the UNESCO World Heritage Projects. 
After the talk we visit the historic Hotel Nacional de Cuba for 
Welcome Cocktails on the Great Lawn overlooking Havana’s 
harbor. followed by dinner at a private home, a paladar.   
Overnight at  Iberostar Hotel Parque Central. Meals  R | D 

DAY 2. OLD HAVANA    Monday 
Breakfast at the hotel.  Seminar on current restoration pro-
jects in Havana.  Join your guide on an expert walking tour of 
four plazas that define Old Havana.  During this tour visit the 
Palacio de los Capitanes Generales, the former seat of gov-
ernment during the colonial era at Plaza de Armas (or military 
plaza). Lunch will be at a pleasant local restaurant in the Old 
Quarter.  After lunch depart for an excursion to the Heming-
way Estate overlooking Havana, Finca Vigia. Return to Ha-
vana, at leisure.  Dinner at a fine restaurant in the Vedado dis-

trict. … 
Overnight at Iberostar Hotel Parque Central.    Meals  B | L | D 



HAVANA, The Paris of the Caribbean. 
Cuba’s capitol city is among the most eclectic capitols in the world 
with it’s colorful architecture, parades of classic cars, the enticing 
smells from street vendors’ carts and the lilting sounds of live out-
door music.  Havana is a feast for the senses.  With so much to 
experience, its no wonder that most visitors’ itineraries devote 
several days to exploring this bustling city.  With it’s pastel hues 
and elegant arches of Old Havana’s architecture established by the 
Spanish in 1519, was designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 
1982. A tour will help you identify the elements that make up this 
historic part of the city, such as baroque and neoclassical monu-
ments, in addition to its four plazas.   
Old Havana is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

CIENFUEGOS, The Pearl of the South. 
The moment you step into this well-heeled city you will feel a cool-
ing breeze that cuts through the air and the shaded main square is 
the perfect place to watch city residents gather. Despite its popu-
larity, Cienfuegos is fairly industrial. As a contrast, the Sierra del 
Escambray mountains rise as a backdrop to this classic cityscape. 
With an impressive boulevard that runs along the Jagua Bay and 
with its quiet waters. Cienfuegos is perhaps the quirkiest city in 
Cuba.  Founded by the French who constructed a European style 
holiday town, the Caribbean vibe and the lingering Spanish influ-
ence are persistent, resulting in an interesting and unique city. Be-
ing the most recently founded city in Cuba it has a more clean, 
modern, and spacious feel.  Cienfuegos is fairly easy to wander 
around due to its simple yet spacious grid structure.   
Cienfuegos is UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

TRINIDAD DE CUBA, 17th Century Cuba. 
When arriving in Trinidad, visitors can’t decide where to look first. 
Sandwiched between the majestic  purple-hued  Escambray Moun- 

tains to the North and the translucent blue of the Caribbean 
Sea to the South, Trinidad’s location couldn’t be more stun-
ning. The town itself is a colonial head-turner with freshly 
painted pastel homes, rambling cobblestoned streets and 
impressive plazas. Don’t let Trinidad’s soporific nature fool 
you, because as soon as the day is done, several excellent 
musical experiences kick off to keep visitors and locals danc-
ing into the night.  Traces of the once-bustling sugar industry 
are visible all around Trinidad, a town roughly 50 miles south-
east of Cienfuegos. 
Trinidad de Cuba is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

CAMAGÜEY, the city of "tinajones", an untouched classic. 
Camagüey was founded in 1514, by the Spanish conquistador 
Diego Velázquez de Cuéllar who later became the governor 
of Cuba. It was one of the seven original settlements (villas) 
founded in Cuba by the Spanish. The city was built with a con-
fusing lay-out of winding alleys. There are many blind alleys 
and forked streets that lead to squares of different sizes. 
Locals claim that the city developed without planning, and 
that winding streets developed out of everybody wanting to 
stay close to their local church (the city has 15 of them). The 
old city layout resembles a real maze, with narrow, short 
streets always turning in one direction or another.  
The symbol of the city of Camagüey is the clay pot or tinajón, 
used to capture rain water. Clay pots are everywhere, some 
as small as a hand, some large enough for two people to 
stand in. A local legend is that if you drink water from a 
"tinajon", you will stay in Camagüey. Meaning that if you 
meet a Camagüayense girl, you will fall in love with her and 
never leave.   
Camagüey is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

THE PLEASURE OF SMALL GROUPS 
We believe in offering trips tailored to your interests in small groups that average  
only 24 guests for an enriched travel experience with like-minded fellow travelers.. 

20 Years 
of Cuba Travel 



Day 3.  CIENFUEGOS to TRINIDAD DE CUBA  Tuesday 
Breakfast at the hotel.  Early departure as we continue to eastern Cuba to the 19th century 
settlement of Cienfuegos (a UNESCO World Heritage Site).  Located on Cuba’s southern 
coast this charming city is noticeably unique in all of Cuba having been settled by the French 
from Bordeaux and Louisiana, resembling the south of France more than the Caribbean.  
This is a excursion through the citrus and sugar fields of central Cuba, turning south to-
wards the coast. Past the Bay of Pigs, infamous for the failed U.S. attempt to oust Castro in 
he early 1960’s.  The trip to Cienfuegos is a worth the effort.  Arriving in Cienfuegos’ Old 
Town we will meet with a representative of the Historian of the City with a walking tour of 
Cienfuegos’ Old Town Square, visit the elaborate Tomás Terry Theater, where Enrico 
Caruso and Sarah Bernhardt once performed. We will visit several artists studios within the 
colonial district with a stop at a local craft market and a fine graphic workshop.  On a walk-
ing tour through  the pedestrian  shopping center we can see first hand how ordinary Cu-
ban citizens live and shop.  Mostly the quality products are at the “dollar” shops rather 
than the “peso” stores where you will see the distinct separation of the economies within 
Cuba.  Lunch today is a wonderful restaurant, El Lagarto, overlooking the Bay of Cienfue-
gos on the edge of the Punta Gorda peninsula.  
After lunch, continue on to Trinidad de Cuba, our third visit to a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site.  Arriving in Trinidad we check into the Iberostar Gran Hotel Trinidad our base for two 
nights.  Join your guide for an orientation walking tour of the Old Town before and inde-
pendent dinner at one of the many fine paladars, a private, family-owned restaurant in the 
quarter.  Suggestion will be distributed. Your evening is free for Cuban music.     
Overnight at Iberostar Grand Hotel Trinidad.   Meals B | L 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Please contact Tony Ransola at info@worldguest.com | 305.868.9690 

Placio del Valle overlooking the Bay of Cienfuegos. 



Day 4.  TRINIDAD DE CUBA     Wednesday 
Breakfast at hotel. Located in south central Cuba, between the mountains of the Escambray Range 
and the Caribbean Sea, the town of Trinidad a well preserved Spanish colonial city and a look back to 
old world Cuba. Founded in 1514, the town is lined with cobbled streets, neoclassical buildings, and 
exquisitely wrought iron railings. Trinidad was once one of the most prosperous cities in Cuba due to 
enormous sugar production in the nearby Valle de los Ingenios (Valley of the Sugar Mills) which still 
has some working sugar mills and fields. We will spend the day exploring beginning  with an antique 
steam engine train ride through the valley, a UNSECO World Heritage Site, once the epicenter of sugar 
plantations, mills and sugar production for colonial Cuba.   The train begins in Trinidad’s Old Town and 
wanders through the valley, pass many abandoned plantations and farms ending at a restored plan-
tation, the Manaca Iznaga Plantation with the remains of the plantation’s main house, a huge tower 
to guard for cane fires, and the old slave quarters. The region once housed 50 sugar mills and 30,000 
slaves to work the fields. During the 18th and 19th centuries this valley was the sugar producing capi-
tal of the world.  After lunch at a paladar  we’ll begin with a walking tour with a representative from 
the Office of the City Historian to discuss the restoration and before attending a local architect’s 
presentation. 
Visit the Museo Romantico located at Plaza Mayor (Central Plaza) filled with 15 & 16 century an-
tiques.  Join your guide to visit local studios, Casa de Yudith, Casa de Lazaro and Casa del Alfarero, a 
pottery workshop, to meet and interact with local artists.  Enjoy an independent dinner at a local res-
taurant, your evening is free for local music at Casa de Trova.  
Overnight at Iberostar Grand Hotel Trinidad .   Meals B | L  

Brunet Palace and San Francisco Church on the Plaza Mayor in Trinidad.  



Day 5.  TRINIDAD DE CUBA to CAMAGÜEY   Thursday 
Breakfast at hotel.  Check-out and depart for Camagüey.  This route takes us through the Escam-
bray mountain range  through the towns and cane fields of central Cuba.  This is a slow route as we 
will be competing with the local population for space on the road.  This area was once the center of 
Cuba’s cattle industry and the cattlemen (or cowboys) are referred to as “Guajiros”.  In fact, 
Camagüey City is where our guide, Vivian Quintero, was born.  As a result she will tell you that she is 
a “Guajira”!  Briefly, the term Guajiro is very interesting in Cuban history.  The word Guajiro is derived 
from the term “War Hero”.  After the 19th century war of independence from Spain the returning 
fighters (Cowboys) were referred to as guerra [war] horeo [hero] as language always changes the 
combination became GUAJIRO (gua-he-to). 

We will make a brief stop in the provincial capital Santi Spiritus, to stretch and light refreshments.  
The province of Santi Spiritus is where our program director, Tony Ransola, was born, several miles to 
the south of the provincial capital.    It is a long-held belief that Sancti Spíritus is the birthplace of the 
pleated guayabera ‘wedding shirt’. To add validity to the claim, a small onsite museum displays glass 
cases of erstwhile guayaberas worn by the likes of Fidel Castro and Gabriel García Márquez, while a 
workshop next door demonstrates the skill involved in making them. 

Arriving at Camagüey we check in at the Hotel Grand Camagüey, the best colonial hotel in the city’s 
historic district for two nights. Lunch will be at a local restaurant before a walking tour of the sur-
rounding neighborhood with our guide. Any traveler passing through the city of tinajones (clay pots), 
churches and you will discover that is Camagüey, the city, as a fortification was founded on a street 
grid that deviated from almost every other Spanish colonial city in Latin America. Here the lanes are 
as labyrinthine as a Moroccan medina hiding Catholic churches and triangular plazas, and revealing 
leftfield artistic secrets at every turn.  Free time before dinner in the colonial district.  

Overnight at the Hotel Grand Camagüey.    Meals B | L | D 

Day 6.  CAMAGÜEY     Friday 
Breakfast at hotel.  Join our guide for an in-depth examination of the historic district.  We will meet 
with a representative of the Office of the Historian of the City to discuss the current and future res-
ervation projects planned to restore Camagüey after years of neglect.  Our guide will point out sug-
gested restaurants for an independent lunch and free afternoon or you are invited to visit the home 
to two of Cuba's most creative and prodigious contemporary painters, Joel Jover and his wife 

Serafin Sanchez Park in Sancti Spiritus. 



Ileana Sánchez. Their magnificent home on Plaza Agramonte functions as a gallery and is a piece of 
art in its own right. You are free to browse and purchase high-quality original art.  Tonight’s dinner is 
at a restaurant in the colonial district. 
Overnight at the Hotel Grand Camagüey.    Meals B | D 

Day 7.  CAMAGÜEY to MATANZAS to HAVANA  Saturday 
Breakfast at hotel.  Check-out and early departure for Matanzas and Havana.  The trip to Mantan-
zas will bring us any number of rural towns and farms making brief stops en route.  Arriving in Man-
tanzas we find a once prosperous city struggling to regain its past fame.  During the 18th and 19th 
centuries, the city developed a literary and musical heritage, and was regularly touted as the 
‘Athens of Cuba.' Two pivotal Cuban musical forms, danzón and rumba, were hatched here, along 
with various religions of African origin. Matanzas also hosts one of Cuba’s finest theaters, and was 
the birthplace of some of its most eloquent poets and writers. The original Plaza de Armas still re-
mains as Plaza de la Vigía (literally 'lookout place'), a reference to the threat from piracy and smug-
gling that Matanzas' first settlers faced. This diminutive square was where Matanzas was founded 
in the late 17th century and numerous iconic historical buildings still stand guard. 

Departing Mantanzas we return to Havana and the Hotel Parque Central.  Our Farewell Dinner is at 
an elegant private restaurant in Old Havana. 

Overnight at Iberostar Hotel Parque Central.       Meals  B | D 

Day 8.  RETURN FLIGHTS to U.S.    Sunday 
After breakfast depart for the airport. Our coach will make a transfer to the airport and you are wel-
comed to join or you can take a taxi based on your own flight schedule.  Please let us know before 
Friday so that we do not leave you behind.    Meal B   

Rooftops of Camagüey. 
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CUBA’S PROVINCIAL LEGACIES 
 
  

Program Details  


 The finest accommodations in Havana, Trinidad de 
Cuba and Camagüey. 



 Private English-speaking Guide, coach and driver. 


 An enriching travel experience with our expert-led 
educational talks and knowledgeable experts. 



 Small group-size travel experience. 


 All activities, entrance fees, services and hotel porter-
age, plus gratuities for all guides and driver. 



 Includes 6 breakfasts, 5 lunches and 5 dinners at 
local restaurants & paladares. (Independent meals at 
selected locations.)  



 Group transfers from/to Havana airport and hotel. 


 WorldGuest customized program orientation and 
site-specific educational guidebook literature. 



 Ongoing support from our U.S. and Cuban staff be-
fore, during and after travel. 



 Full-service flight concierge service (additional fee). 


 U.S. Department of the Treasury authorization for 
travel to Cuba. 




 Airfare between the U.S. and Cuba is not included. 
 

 

THE FINE PRINT 
This itinerary may be subject to change as a result of weather and other factors 
not in our control. Due to the unique nature of our programming, each departure 
is custom designed and not every activity listed on this itinerary is always avail-
able. Please rest assured that our team in both Cuba and the U.S. take special 
care in planning each excursion and draws from two decades of experience, 
relationships, and activities to make each itinerary exceptional. Each tour pro-
vides a full-time schedule of educational people-to-people exchange activities 
and is fully compliant with U. S. Department of Treasury, Office of Foreign Assets 
Control regulations regarding travel to Cuba. These regulations require that 
guest’s participation on each program is mandatory. All travelers will receive a 
copy of the license and a letter authorizing travel to Cuba.                                                                

Program is operated by WorldGUEST and is licensed to travel to Cuba. 
Fla. Seller of Travel Ref. No. ST40096 

 

Please refer to our Reservation & Information Form for complete details. 

   
Dates Rates Special Events 

 

27 October to           
3 November 2019 

$3,900.  
IN DOUBLE ROOM 

$4,290. 
IN SINGLE ROOM  

 

Meet experts to 
discuss restoration 

projects.  

José Martí Square, Cienfuegos. 

 
 

Old Havana. 
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ACTIVE TRAVEL FOR CULTURAL EXPLORERS 

Our Art, Culture & People Programs are moderately paced with a good 
balance of included activities and excursions and time to explore on 
your own allowing you to become more familiar with our host culture 
and people.   
Our programs offer engaging walking tours, a hallmark of our itinerary 
to examine the personalities of diverse neighborhoods. Guests should 
be physically fit, able to walk distances of up to 3 miles, exit and enter 
the coach quickly and navigate stairs and uneven the coble stone 
streets of Old Havana. 

TRAVEL CONSULTANTS 

Our travel experts are ready to answer your question about activities, 
meals, accommodations and more as they guide you through the reser-
vation process. 

TRAVEL INFORMATION 

You will receive extensive destination information and travel tips com-
piled by our knowledgeable travel group once you register, to prepare 
you fully for your travel experience with us. 

TRAVEL DIRECTOR 

Throughout your journey you will be in the care of one of your experi-
enced professionals who manages all logistics, to allow you to relax and 
enjoy the experience.  Our Travel Directors are resourceful, knowledge-
able and attentive.  We will insure you have an unforgettable travel 
experience with us.  

 

  

A RECOMMENDATION    
Dear Tony, I just wanted to tell you and Vic how much the trip impacted both of us. 
Suddenly we are the most interesting people in any room, and it's lucky that people 
seem interested since we can't stop talking about it. Pretty soon everyone in Chi-
cago will have heard about our glimpse of Cuba. Ordinarily we suffer from political 
differences that are somewhat trying, but we seem to see Cuba the same way, 
which is a refreshing bonus. So, thanks for going through all that you do to bring 
people like us to see Cuba for ourselves.  

Carolyn and David Healy 
Chicago 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Please contact Tony Ransola at info@worldguest.com | 305.868.9690 

EXPERT GUIDES 

There is no one better to guide you than the folks who live in-country.  
We have specially selected enthusiastic local professional guides who 
understand the culture, people and dynamics of everyday life and who 
are able to share their insights with you.  We feel that our programs are 
really like a National Geographic special without all the fragrances, 
sounds and tastes you need to fully immerse yourself in a new and won-
derful society.  We are ready to share their passion for their country 
with you. 

EXPERT TALKS 

Our knowledgeable and entertaining local professionals, many whom 
have lectured in Europe and the U.S. and are published in the subject of 
their expertise, will open your eyes to the world as seen and experi-
enced by Cuban culture and people.  The scope of their experiences 
and knowledge will deepen your appreciation for Cuba’s history, heri-
tage and worldview.    

ABOUT OUR COMPANY. 

20 Years 
of Cuba travel 

El Morro overlooking Old Havana. 


