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This design was inspired by Marmalade roofs and the spaces beneath them. The roofs of the
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houses in the neighborhood are central to its special character. The complex, intersecting
shapes of these roofs are often quite beautiful. Dormers of every shape and size add to their

Setback lines

interest. The dormers create living space in the attic, as if the interior space were trying to

Site Plan

break through the roof. The irregular rooms under the eaves are wonderful, almost a world
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apart.
This approach also has practical advantages. The height limitations of the zoning code make

Sustainability

the creation of a modern two-story house on this site challenging. Carving bedrooms out of

Sustainability is built into this design in several ways. Some of its features are

the attic by using dormers allow the ground floor to have full nine-foot ceilings while allowing

A high-performance envelope (exterior wall and roof ) of structural insulated panels (SIPs) that have better insulation

the bedrooms to have dramatic sections and ceilings that are ten feet high in places.

than framed walls as well as much better air-tightness.

The residents will usually enter from the east where the garage and parking are located. Visi-

Passive solar heating and cooling. In the winter, the large windows on the south wall heat the concrete floor slab during

tors will enter from Arctic Court via a deep porch. The ground floor has a modern open plan.

the day which helps warm the house at night. During the summer, these windows are shaded by deep overhangs as

Visitors enter through the living room which has a dramatic cathedral ceiling and clerestory

well as trees along the south edge of the property. Openings have been kept to a minimum on the other sides of the
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house.

Gross building areas

Natural ventilation is provided by many operable windows and a chimney effect created by the open section.

Ground floor

1031 SF

Daylighting. The south-facing windows allow abundant sunlight. They also feature light shelves that reflect sunlight

Second floor

698 SF

onto the ceiling all year long. Large windows also provide daylight in the bedrooms while deep overhangs shade them
during the summer.
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windows. Large windows all along the south wall give abundant daylight and are designed for
passive heating (see “Sustainability” at left). As in many modern houses, the kitchen and dining

1729 SF
240 SF

room are combined to create a social area where families hang out and guests chat with the
cook as he or she makes dinner.
The ground floor is completed by a flexible room that can be used as a media room, an office
or a guest bedroom, according to the needs of the owners.

